Lenape Middle School

Reading 8
Mr. Kyle Downs
kdowns@cbsd.org



Course Description: Reading 8 is a block of direct instruction, which seamlessly connects reading and writing as a single entity of developing literacy. We will focus on a period of writing, followed by a period that focuses on reading. 

Course Expectations:  Students will consistently contribute their ideas and support their classmates, as we develop our written expression and reading comprehension. When writing assignments are given, students will work through a process requiring multiple drafts of their writing as well as a final revision. Reading assignments will include, but are not limited to reading journals, book talks, book reports, and presentations. 


Textbooks and Materials: iReady Reading, Mega Words, Be a Better Reader, (Additionally, as students identify texts, which they would like to explore, we will incorporate their requests as much as possible)

Grading Policy: Students will focus on a “Growth Mindset,” which will follow their individual growth within the realm of literacy. While maintaining a rigorous curriculum, we will work on the knowledge that academic growth does not require academic perfection. 
Grades will be based on the following:
· In Class Assignments (40%)
· Daily Expectation Points (5 each day) (10%)
· Summative Assessments (40%)
· Homework Completion (10%) 

Course Policies: Students will follow 5 daily expectations; Preparation, Interactions, Following Directions, Work, and Effort. When theses 5 expectations are followed, it will demonstrate each student’s commitment to their academic growth. 
2nd Chance Learning:  2nd chances are welcomed in our classroom!
Late Work:  Late work will be accepted with the understanding that the student will yield 10 percentage points for each unexcused day the assignment is late.
Absences: Please see the CBSD district policy regarding absence. Classwork will be made up at a reasonable pace, which will not overwhelm a student due to being absent. 

Class Rules/Expectations: Our classroom is our learning community and we will all follow each Lenape Middle School guidelines for behavior. Positive interactions are a must! When a direction is given, follow it the first time. Students will demonstrate their best effort and never give up!

Statement for Academic Dishonesty: 
Academic honesty is expected in this class.  Cheating in any form is unacceptable behavior.  Cheating is cause for a student to lose membership/eligibility in the Honor Society.  Students found to be cheating on tests, quizzes, projects, or copying homework, or any written work will receive consequences as deemed appropriate to the incident.  Plagiarism of any type (including electronic) is considered cheating.  Teachers will notify parents of the incident.  When plagiarism is suspected, the teacher and the student will develop a plan for the assignment to be redone.  Additionally, student may receive a non-academic consequence.  (CBSD Student Handbook)

I have read and understand the rules for Mr. Downs’ class.

Parent/Guardian Signature:_____________________________ Date:__________________
Parent/Guardian’s Email Address:_______________________ and/or _____________________
Student Signature:________________________________     Date:__________________
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